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Liturgy at  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Lectionary 23 + September 8, 2019 + 9:30am 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship today, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request 

to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and 

forgiveness of the Christ in the blessed sacrament and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of 

baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
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 Help us create SACRED SPACE by powering down 

Please do not use cell phones and other electronic devices. 

The ringing of the meditation bowl calls us to silence, centering and reflection 

as we prepare for worship. 

If the rituals and practices of our liturgy are new to you, please participate as 

you feel comfortable and are able. 

As you pass the baptismal font upon entering or leaving the church you may 

dip your hand in the water and make the sign of the cross. This is an ancient 

body prayer to remember you are a baptized child of God. Simply touch your 

forehead to chest, then your left to right shoulder. 

  

 
GATHERING 

prelude Meditation (from Symphonie I)  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 

  

 Turn to face the cross as it enters; you may bow as the cross passes, honoring the 

mystery of our salvation. 

Our liturgy is multi-sensory and shows the significance of our bodies and all of 

God’s creation. Used in many religions, the sweet smell of incense represents the 

rising of our prayers and the aroma of Christ spreading in procession throughout the 

world. We honor (cense) the primary symbols of the liturgy: the people, font, ambo 

(lectern), book of scriptures, cross, and table (altar). 

gathering hymn #833   O, that I had a thousand voices 
                          stanza 3 – high voices (sopranos/altos) 
                          stanza 4 – low voices (tenors/basses) 

 
BAPTISM 

 The assembly gathers close around the font. 

The baptism includes the 
following: 

 

presentation Assembly response: We do. 
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profession of faith Renunciation of Evil 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

      I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

      the holy catholic church,  

      the communion of saints,  

      the forgiveness of sins,  

      the resurrection of the body,  

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

thanksgiving at the 
font 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

baptism After the  baptism the following is sung twice: 
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Clothing with a White Robe 

Laying on of Hands 

Signing with the Cross 
Presentation of a Candle 

welcome Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and the mission we share; 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

  

 During the greeting the presiding minister and assembly bow toward one another. 

We learn from Eastern cultures the deep significance of a bow as a sign of mutuality 

and the presence of Christ among us. 

greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

prayer of the day Let us pray…Amen. 

 Please be seated. 

 
WORD 

first reading Jeremiah 18:1-11 

 Jeremiah 18:1-11, the third selection from the semicontinuous reading of Jeremiah, 

expands on the metaphor of the potter. This is the only place in the Old Testament that 

mentions a potter’s wheel. In the second story of creation, God forms the soil into a 

human figure, adamah into adam, as would a potter. Jeremiah condemns Israel and 

Judah for their evil ways, but if they repent, God like a potter will reshape divine curse 

into blessing. In different ancient cultures, both men or women worked as potters. 

Christians have appreciated this passage as an affecting picture of an 

anthropomorphized deity. We are shaped by the Spirit of our baptism, reworked by 

God’s hands, and according to the Bible, God’s very being can be reshaped from 

condemnation into mercy. 

 Response: Word of God, word of life. 

                 Thanks be to God. 
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second reading Philemon 1-21 

 Reading Philemon makes clear that Christian ethics have always been debated: Paul is 

asking that Onesimus be treated now as a brother, not merely a slave; and yet the 

household codes tell slaves and masters to keep to their places. Thus on many issues 

both sides of ethical disputes can find some support in the Bible. We hear Paul’s 

counsel for Christians to live in compassion to others and to enact the familial love 

given them in baptism. This is the only place in the three-year lectionary that appoints 

Philemon. 

 Response: Word of God, word of life. 

                 Thanks be to God. 

  

 Stand to welcome the gospel as Christ—the Word of God—as it is proclaimed among 

us in this place and time. Turn to face the book as the gospel is read in the midst of the 

assembly, a sign of Christ among us. 

gospel acclamation Setting: John Helgen 

The cantor sings the 
acclamation and the 
assembly repeats. 

 

 The cantor then sings the verse and the acclamation is repeated. 

 Let your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes.(Ps. 119:135) 
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 As the gospel is announced, you may trace a small cross on your forehead, lips and 

breast, a prayer that the Word may dwell in our minds, on our lips and in our hearts. 

gospel Luke 14:25-33 

 The text presents the homiletical challenge of taking Jesus’ words seriously without 

taking them literally. The charge to hate everyone and even life itself stands next to the 

call to love one another (Luke 10:27), and despite this command to give up all our 

possessions, in the Acts of the Apostles, Luke lauds wealthy Christians for their 

support of the community. Here Luke’s repeated theme, that God forgives, is shown to 

have a cost. If there was no cost, if forgiveness is totally free, why did Jesus have to 

die? When we come forward for holy communion, we are indeed following Jesus and 

his cross. 

 Before the gospel After the gospel  

The holy gospel according to Luke. The gospel of the Lord. 

Glory to you, O Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

                                                                          Alleluia…(sung as above)                                   

  

sermon Following the sermon there is a time of silence for reflection and quiet meditation. Our 

liturgy is not only made up of words, gestures, and music, but also moments of silence. 

 Stand 

hymn of the day #455   Crashing waters at creation 

  

prayers of intercession After each petition: 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 The assembly is invited to share God’s peace with one another saying, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words. 

 Be seated. 
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MEAL 

setting the table A special welcome to newcomers! We invite you to fill out the yellow slip in 

the pew rack and place it in the offering plate when you come up for 

communion or as you depart. 

We thank you for your generous support of Holy Trinity. We seek to do church 

differently as we address racial justice, climate change, and take stands for the 

rights and dignity of all people created in the image of God. Most of our 

congregation gives online and you can set up one-time or recurring donations 

at giving.htchicago.org. 

Checks and envelope offerings support Holy Trinity’s overall ministry unless 

designated otherwise. Offerings may be put in the basket on the way to communion. 

Today’s loose offerings will support the South Loop Campus Ministry.  The 

South Loop Campus Ministry offers a spiritual community for the students, faculty, 

and staff associated with the universities and colleges of Chicago’s South Loop who are 

seeking an open dialogue centered in faith focused on service, worship, and prayer.  

 Stand 

offertory hymn #483   Here is bread 

  

great thanksgiving 
The thanksgiving 
includes the following: 

dialogue 
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preface It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

holy, holy 
This ancient song is the 
musical climax of the 
liturgy and uses texts 
from Isaiah and Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday. At the words 
“blessed is he who 
comes,” some make the 
sign of the cross as a 
connection to our 
baptism into Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thanksgiving at the 
table 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some responses during the thanksgiving at the table echo the presiding minister. 

Others are as follows: 

… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
 

…  Praise now, praise tomorrow, praise forever.
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the lord’s prayer 

 
As a sign of openness to the divine presence, you may join the presider in praying the 

Our Father with the ancient gesture of extended hands. 

 

 

 

  

 Please remain standing. 

breaking of the bread 
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 Be seated. 

communion All are welcome at Christ's table, including children. Bread is received in the hands. 

Wine is received either by drinking from the (silver) common cup, or by saving the 

bread and dipping it in the second (glass) cup. Gluten-free wafers are available from 

the presiding minister. Those not communing may come forward for a blessing, 

keeping your hands folded over your chest. For those unable to consume either wine or 

bread, communion is received fully in either element alone. 

Holy Trinity’s radical welcome is also an invitation to baptism and a deeper 

connection to community. If you are not baptized, please speak to one of the pastors to 

learn more about the process of adult baptism. 

  

communion anthem Consecration                                                         John Ness Beck (1930-1987) 

 Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let it sing always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee.  
(Text:  Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879) 
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silence  

prayer ~stand~ 

Let us pray. brief silence 

…Amen. 

  

 

 SENDING 
blessing Having heard the word and shared the eucharist, we are sent to live our baptism 

through words and deeds, making known the love of Christ, and working for justice 

and peace in our families, communities, and world. 

Turn to face the cross as it recesses, you may bow as it passes, honoring the mystery 

of our salvation. 

sending hymn #731   Earth and All Stars 

sending Go forth in the covenant of your baptism: 

living among God’s faithful people, 

hearing the word of God and sharing the Lord’s supper, 

proclaiming the good news of God through word and deed, 

serving all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and striving for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Thanks be to God! 

postlude Jubilate Deo omnis terra                                    Dom Paul Benoit (1893-1979) 

 Following the liturgy, several things happen simultaneously: some folks greet 

one another and converse; others listen to the organ postlude; and others 

move to the garden for refreshments and social time. 

 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by 

Tim, Jenna, and Katie Peyton, 

in honor of Maggie Peyton’s 18th birthday. 
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 S E R V I N G  T O D A Y  

presiding minister Pr. Craig Mueller acolyte torchbearers Colin and Jonas Licklider 

minister of music David Brackley readers Kent Swanson, Seminarians 

Melissa Hrdlicka and Troy 

Spencer 

cantor Kim Duffy intercessor Kerry Fleming 

assisting minister Ann Sanders communion assistant Matt James (bread), Martin 

Modahl, Jeremy Loch 

sacristan Megan White meditation bell Matt James 

altar preparation Anne Hulslander bread baker Lora Swanson 

incense Molly Beran welcome hospitality Erica and Michael Moriarty 

crucifer Seminarian Troy Spencer   

 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Today we welcome in 

baptism 

 

Odin Jack Melvin 

Parents:  Mary and Leif Melvin 

Sponsors: Hailey Williams and Caleb Frankel 

Welcome Back Sunday 
September 15 

Sunday School Resumes 

 

Welcome back to work and school! Students, bring your 

backpacks for a blessing. Everyone, bring some symbol of your 

vocation – your work in the world – for a blessing, whether a 

briefcase, laptop, baby blanket, calculator, etc. It will be the first 

day of Sunday School and we’ll celebrate Pr. Sevig’s return from 

sabbatical.   

Serve a Meal at The Crib 
Shelter September 21 

Opportunities to purchase food for and prepare a meal at 

HTLakeview (7pm) and then serve the meal at The Crib Shelter 

(835 W. Addison, 9pm). Signup online at serve.htchicago.org or 

speak; to Ken Duckmann (justducky514@yahoo.com) with 

questions. 
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Spiritual Reset? Life 
Together at Holy Trinity 
 

 

Do you need a spiritual re-set? Did you grow up in a conservative 

denomination and haven’t fully integrated a new kind of faith and 

practices? Have you felt estranged from organized religion yet 

sensing a desire for more depth in your spiritual life? Would you 

like to learn more about Holy Trinity, Lutheranism, and the ELCA? 

Life Together is a safe place to explore your spiritual questions 

with other seekers and will meet once a month, likely on Sunday 

mornings between October and April. For more information or to 

sign-up, email cmueller@htchicago.org. 

Super Sundays in 
September 

Join us for a special forum after the 9:30am liturgy at HTLakeview 

the last three Sundays in September.  

September 15 – Faith, Wellness and Mental Health with Pr. Brooke 

Petersen, LPC 

How do people of faith talk about mental health?  What does emotional 

wellness look like?  Join us for a conversation with Rev. Dr. Brooke 

Petersen about mental and emotional health and our religious life.  We will 

learn more about anxiety and depression, consider ways we might think 

more creatively about our own wellness, and will also have time to ask 

questions about the confusing messages we may have heard about mental 

illness in the life of faith.  Brooke is a therapist at HT Lakeview in the 

Spiritual Life Center as well as an adjunct professor in Pastoral Care at 

LSTC and McCormick. 

September 22 – Byzantine Iconography with Pr. Craig Mueller 

September 29 – Antiracism Initiative Kickoff  

The weekend of September 28-29 will mark the beginning of Holy 

Trinity's 2-year partnership with the Antiracism Team of the 

Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA. Through this 

partnership, Holy Trinity will work with a leader from the Synod 

Team to discern and enact a plan for the future. What does it mean 

to do the work of dismantling institutional racism in our church? 

The Synod Team describes the process as follows: "Challenging 

racism requires us to look beyond individual acts of prejudice towards the 

systemic barriers that marginalize members of our family; barriers 

embedded in our policies and procedures, in our faith tradition, practices 

and beliefs." 
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Holy Trinity Choir 
Season Begins 
September 15 

The 2019-2020 Holy Trinity Choir season begins on Sundays, 

September 15 & 22 with rehearsal in the Choir Room prior the 

service at 8:30am. We will sing our first service on September 29. If 

you have been thinking about becoming a part of this exciting 

ministry at Holy Trinity, please join us this year! If you are a bass or 

soprano you have a special invitation, as we are in particular need of both!  

The schedule is available for the entire 2019-2020 season. For 

further information, speak to David Brackley or Ayriole Frost, or 

email David at dbrackley@htchicago.org.   

Centering Prayer              
First Session Monday, 
9/23 

Centering Prayer, and kind of Christian mediation, will meet 

monthly on Monday evenings, 6:10 – 6:50pm in the sanctuary. 

Spirituality Group 
Resumes in September 

HTLakeview offers a spirituality group that meets once a month 

from September through May on Monday evenings, 7pm-8:30pm. 

Each session includes discussion, some centering time, and 

concludes with Prayer at the Close of the Day (Compline). This year 

we will be discussing the highly acclaimed book, Falling Upward: A 

Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr. If you are 

interested in participating, please email cmueller@htchicago.org. 

Toward 100 Campaign Tuckpointing work has resumed and stained-glass work will 

begin September 16. Share the momentum! If you haven't yet 

made a pledge, there are forms in the entry way or you can do so 

online at toward100.htchicago.org. 
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Holy Trinity: 
Lakeview 
1218 W. Addison 

Street, 60613 

office@htchicago.org 

 
Holy Trinity: Loop 
637 S. Dearborn 

Street, 60605 

info@htloop.org 

 

  773.248.1233 
  

holytrinitychicago.org 
Holy Trinity: Lakeview 

1218 W. Addison Street, 60613 

office@htchicago.org 

Holy Trinity: Loop 

637 S. Dearborn Street, 60605 

info@htloop.org 

 

773.248.1233   holytrinitychicago.org 

 

 

 

STAFF 
Lead Pastor 

Craig Mueller 
cmueller@htchicago.org 

Associate Pastor 
(HTLakeview) 
Michelle Sevig 

msevig@htchicago.org 

Associate Pastor 
(HTLoop) 

Ben Adams 
badams@htchicago.org 

Pastoral Counselor/Pastor for 
Wellness Ministries 

Brooke Petersen 
bpetersen@htchicago.org 

Minister of Music 
(HTLakeview) 
David Brackley 

dbrackley@htchicago.org 

Administrator and HTLoop 
Musician  

Beau Surratt 
office@htchicago.org 

Music Assistant 
Ayriole Frost 

music@htchicago.org 

Administrator 
(Finance and Building)  

Paul Strome 
pstrome@htchicago.org 

Assistant Organist 
(HTLakeview) 

John Weit 

Children’s Choir Director 
(HTLakeview) 

Lauren Haines Walerow 

Nursery Attendant 
(HTLakeview)      
Audrey Frost 

Seminarians 
Melissa Hrdlicka, Troy Spencer 

(HTLakeview); Sarah Krolak, Reed 

Fowler (HTLoop) 

 

NEWCOMER OR FIRST 
TIME? WELCOME! 

+ Whoever you are, wherever you're from, whatever the color of 

your skin, whomever you love or marry, whatever your gender 

identity, or whatever your feelings about religion or spirituality, 

you are welcome here. 

+ Please fill out a yellow slip in the pew rack and place it in the 

offering basket on your way to communion. 

+ More information on Holy Trinity, Lutheranism, worship 

practices, marriage and baptisms at the welcome table. 

+ To families with small children: We are glad you are here! If your 

child needs a break from the service, feel free to walk to the 

narthex/back of the church. Nursery: open 9:15am – 11:30am. Use 

the garden entrance on Addison; nursery is inside the door. 

Special children's materials are on a rack at the back of the 

church. 

+ Offerings: We rely on the generosity of members and friends to 

support the programs, staff, building, and ministries of Holy 

Trinity and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  A large 

number of the congregation gives their offerings online.  You can 

also donate online at giving.htchicago.org.  We still have an 

offering basket available during worship as well! We appreciate 

your contributions of time, talent, and financial support!  

+ Photos and Social Media: As worship services and most Holy 
Trinity gatherings are public events, please know that your 
presence here means that you may be included in photos or 
videos that may be posted on HTLC social media. If you do not 
wish to be in photographs or videos, or if you do not want 
photos of your children used,  please complete the form at 
media.htchicago.org . HTLC social media administrators will 
make every effort to not include them in HTLC social media. 

+ Offerings: We rely on the generosity of members and friends to 
support the programs, staff, building, and ministries of Holy 
Trinity and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. A large 
number of the congregation gives their offerings online. You 
can also donate online at  giving.htchicago.org and we have an 
offering plate available as well. We appreciate your 
contributions of time, talent, and financial support! 

mailto:info@htloop.org
mailto:pstrome@htchicago.org

